Where The Young People Are Dancing 
Calviin Campbell 





I’ve been digging around in my SD records file in preparation for the Community Dance 
Leaders Seminar (CDLS). This is a seminar hosted by the Committee for Community and 
Traditional Dance just ahead of the CALLERLAB Convention. 


| ran onto a record named “Shindig in the Barn”. This used to be a favorite singing call of 
mine and a lot of other callers. | googled the name to see if | could find the call sheet The 
Google list included the following video (Click here). | encourage all of you to watch it. 


You will hopefully notice several things. The ages of the dancers in the video are a broad 
range of ages. There is a live six piece band. The instruments are a mixture of brass and 
stringed instruments. This provides a broad range of the kind of music that can be played. 
Notice that most of the band members are also a mixture of ages. The caller is an old geezer 
by the name of Ralph Sweet who is in his 80s. | can call him an old geezer because I’m only 
Tt: 


The video shows the band a lot and the dancers a lot. The caller is only seen for a very few 
seconds. That is because he is not the “star”. The band and the dancers are much more 
important to the person taking the video. The caller is standing to one side of the stage. 


The dancers are moving as smooth as silk with good timing and with lots of twirls and 
swings. The dance routine is not the original dance routine we all used for “Shindig in the Bar”, 
but it is a very good piece of “Basic” choreography. 


Look at the “FUN” everyone is having. It shows in the smiles and laughter. It shows in the 
team work of the dancers. 


The caller probably walked the OBC and the Figure, before calling the dance, because 
there were probably brand new dancers mixed in with the experienced dancers. | think you 
would agree, it is the kind of figure that could be learned very quickly. The dancers would have 
been expected to pick up the styling on the fly. 


What is happening is that dances, like this one, are very popular on the East Coast and In 
the Northwest. The callers have taken many singing calls that used to be used by MWSD 
callers and adapted them to Community Dancing. | will be using several of them at this year’s 
CDLS. They are a big hit with the younger crowd. 


Any dance program, like this one, would most likely also include contra dances, mixers, 
waltzes, polkas, maybe a couple of quadrilles, a couple of traditional squares, maybe a couple 
of dances done in a big circle, etc. Every dance routine would have been walked through 
before each dance except for the waltzes and polkas and dances like Cotton Eyed Joe. The 
walk-thrus would be quick because the dance routines are simple. The people are there to 
dance to the music,not solve mental puzzles. The caller is there to keep them moving. 


Folks! This is where the young people are dancing in large numbers. If the camera had 
panned around the floor, you would have also seen older folks and maybe even teenagers and 
elementary school kids. All of them dancing to a live band and a great tune. This is the present 
and will be the future. 


